
 
 

 
 

 
Portsmouth 

Heritage Open Days 
Wednesday 8 th – Sunday 12 th 

September 2010 

 
 

Join Portsmouth as it showcases and celebrates its exciting range of architecture 
and culture during Heritage Open Days. This annual, national event co-ordinated 
by English Heritage, allows visitors free access to a range of properties, specially 

designed tours, walks, events and activities, that are not usually open or 
available to the public, or that would normally charge a fee. Come and explore 
these curious and interesting places around the city that are sometimes hidden 
or unknown to even the local residents. This is your opportunity to discover the 

wealth of cultural treasures that Portsmouth has to offer, during one of the 
biggest FREE events of the year. 

 
Please note; many tours must be pre-booked. Please read on 

for the full details of each venue.
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Portsmouth Historic Dockyard 
 

·  A limited number of free tours are available and must be booked in 
advance. Please contact 023 9272 8060 to reserve a place and to find out 
which tours are still available.  

·  Please note that 1 person cannot book more than 4 places per tour due 
to limited spaces.  

·  Also ALL individuals name, address and phone number will be required at 
the time of booking for Naval Base security reasons as you will be visiting 
restricted areas.  

 
Wednesday 8 -Friday 10 September, 11am & 1pm 
Medical Matters on board HMS Warrior 1860  
New to Portsmouth Historic Dockyard’s Heritage Open Days -find out more 
about mid-Victorian medicine on board HMS Warrior 1860.  FREE - Only 12 
spaces per tour & must be booked in advance. Please  contact 023 9272 
8060 to reserve a place. 
 
Wednesday 8 -Friday 10 September, 11am  
Behind the scenes at The Mary Rose Museum  
Visit the reserve collection and see thousands of amazing artefacts awaiting 
display in our new museum, due to open in 2012. FULLY BOOKED 
 
Saturday 11 & Sunday 12 September, 11am, 1pm & 3pm  
Behind the scenes tour of The National Museum of Th e Royal Navy  
Join the Museum’s experts for these ever-popular tours behind the scenes. This is 
your chance to see the collections which cannot always be in our public 
exhibitions and to discover the history of the Museum’s magnificent ‘present use 
storehouse’ built in 1763.  FREE – Only 15 spaces per tour & must be 
booked in advance. Please contact 023 9272 8060 to reserve a place. 
 
Saturday 11 & Sunday 12 September, 10.30am, 1pm & 3pm  
The Block Mills Tour  
Take this rare opportunity to have a guided tour around the world’s first 
complete steam powered factory with blockmaking machinery invented by 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s father, Marc Brunel.  FREE -Only 25 spaces per 
tour & all tours must be booked by 12noon on Wednesd ay 9 September 
for security purposes. Please contact 023 9272 8060  to reserve a place. 
 
Saturday 11 & Sunday 12 September, 10am & 3pm  
Tour of Boathouse 6 - Action Stations  
Tours about the history of Boathouse 6 up to the present day, including Action 
Stations and InterAction gallery.   FREE -Only 20 spaces per tour, some areas 
within the tour are not accessible by a lift & must  be booked in advance. 
Please contact 023 9272 8060 to reserve a place. 
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Saturday 11 & Sunday 12 September, 1pm  
Tour the Dockyard’s Oldest Building  
Take a guided tour of the Porter’s Lodge (1708), the Historic Dockyard’s oldest 
building and learn about the life and times of the Porter who unlocked the gate, 
rang the Muster Bell -and kept a very good cellar! FULLY BOOKED 
 
Wednesday 8 – Sunday 12 September, 11am, 12noon, 1.30pm & 2.30pm  
Tour below HMS Victory’s Water Line  
Join one of HMS Victory’s knowledgeable tour guides and venture below HMS  
Victory’s water line into the bottom of Dry Dock No.2 to view the keel at close 
range and have a completely different perspective of the ship as she sits with her  
3500 tons overhead!   FREE - Only 15 spaces per tour & must be booked in 
advance. Please contact 023 9272 8060 to reserve a place. 
 
New Theatre Royal 
 
Enjoy a free tour of our beautiful Victorian theatre.  Learn for yourself what it 
would have looked like 100 years ago and how it will change in the coming 
year.  Tours take place on the following dates: 
 
Thursday 9th September, 11am and 1pm 
Friday 10th September, 11am and 1pm 
Saturday 11th September, 11am 
Sunday 12th September, 11am 
 
Maximum 20 people per tour.  Pre-booking is require d, call 023 9264 
9000. 
 
Royal Marines Museum 
 
Eastney Barracks was constructed between 1863 and 1868 as the home of the 
Royal Marine Artillery, in close proximity to gunnery training facilities.   
 
Thursday 9th & Friday 10th September, 11:30am  
Guided tour of the Museum Grounds including Eastney Fort East, hosted by the 
director.  Maximum of 20 participants, please pre-book on 023 9281 9385. 
 
Saturday 11th & Sunday 12th September, 11:30am and 1:30pm  
Guided tours of the Museum Grounds including Eastney Fort East.  Maximum 
of 20 participants.  Please pre-book on 023 9281 93 85. 
 
Portsmouth Cathedral 
 
Thursday 9th and Friday 10th September, 10am – 5.45pm 
Saturday 11th September, 10am – 12noon 
Sunday 12th September, 1pm – 5.45pm 
 
Items on display include:  
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�  17th Century ‘Tangier’ Plate - Patens, Flagons and Chalices 
�  Marriage Certificate of Charles ll  
�  21st Century Sarum Group Altar Frontals and Vestments 
�  1908 Tree of Life Altar Frontal 
�  Illuminated Service Books 
�  Guided Tours: Bell Tower, South West Tower, Organ and Singing 

Galleries 
�  Choir Open Rehearsals           
�  Refreshments available 

 
For more information call: 023 9282 3300, Email: 
enquiries@portsmouthcathedral.org.uk, Website: 
www.portsmouthcathedral.org.uk  
 
The Kings Theatre 
 
Thursday 9th – Sunday 12th September 
 
The Kings Theatre, a Grade 2* listed building, is delighted to be part of this 
nation-wide event once again. You are invited to visit this beautiful theatre, see 
some parts normally closed to the public and learn something of the Kings' 
fascinating history with enthusiastic guides. Light Refreshments available.   
 
Doors Open at 10.30am to 5pm.  Tours 11am - 3pm on the hour 
 
Advance booking is highly recomended – each tour is limited in numbers.  
Free entry - book now at the Box Office 023 9282 828 2   
 
HMS Excellent 
�
Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th September 
�
HMS Excellent is located on an island constructed by convicts that later became a 
naval gunnery school.  It is unique in many respects; not only is it the oldest 
shore training establishment within the Royal Navy, with many proud and 
important traditions, it is also forward looking and progressive in the training for 
which it is responsible.  During Heritage Open Days tour the grounds and 
Victorian buildings, view the museum, church and state funeral gun carriage.  
 
Open from 10am – 4pm daily.  No need to book - just turn up.  Whale Island, 
Portsmouth, Hampshire, PO2 8ER�
 
Portsmouth Museums & Records Service Stores 
 
Saturday 11th September and Sunday 12th September 
 
Free guided tours of the Museums Service Stores.  Get an overview of the 
Portsmouth Museum and Records Service collection as a whole including 
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fascinating items of local history and art and an opportunity to see some of the 
highlights.  
 
Guided tours last approximately 45 minutes. Please note there is no lift to the 
upper floor. Please be aware it is a working store with controlled temperatures 
and you must therefore come in appropriate shoes and attire.  Tours start at 
10am, 11.30am and 1.30pm  
 
Places are very limited and must be booked well in advance to ensure 
your place. Please ring (023) 9282 7261 to book and  for further details of 
location. 
 
Round Tower 
 
Saturday 11th September and Sunday 12th September 
 
Opportunity to see inside the historic Round Tower and find out more about the 
history of the fortifications.  Open 11am to 4pm.  Round Tower, Broad Street, 
Old Portsmouth.  Free admission, no need to pre-book. 
 
Highland Road Cemetery 
 
Saturday 11th September 
 
Highland Road Cemetery has been an important burial ground for the people of 
Portsmouth and Southsea for 150 years. As the area has such a wealth of history 
and strong military connections, it is not surprising to find a graveyard with so 
many interesting stories. Amongst those interred are many servicemen and 
women, including scores of Generals and Admirals as well as eight holders of 
the Victoria Cross, as well as associates of Charles Dickens and even Royalty 
 
The Friends of Highland Road Cemetery will be on hand at the chapel to assist 
with the location of family graves and displays of some of the people buried in 
this historic cemetery including the eight VCs and four Royal Red Cross holders. 
12pm – 1pm.    
 
Hilsea Lido 
 
Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th September 
 
Come along to Hilsea Lido for Heritage Open Days.  There will be an exhibition 
celebrating 75 years of Lido Lifestyle at Hilsea Lido plus organised walks and 
talks.  Check out what your great-grandparents would have worn when they 
came to enjoy Hilsea Lido in their youth!  We've got photographs from the early 
days and from the '50s and '60s.  We're inviting people to share their memories 
& any memorabilia, to be exhibited over the weekend - if you'd like to contribute 
to this project please get in touch: info@hilsea-lido.org.uk. We're particularly 
interested in gathering information from the 60s, 70s & 80s as well as what 
happened to Hilsea Lido during World War II.  Gates are open between 1pm & 
4pm on each day and entrance is free. 
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For more information about Portsmouth 
Heritage Open Days visit 

www.visitportsmouth.co.uk or call our 
Portsmouth Visitor Information Service on 

023 9282 6722. 
 

For more events taking place across the 
country please visit 

www.heritageopendays.org  

 
 
 
 
 


