
February Half Term in Portsmouth 
Saturday 13 th  – Sunday 21 st February 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whether you are looking for a family adventure, fun  for the 
little ones, or big thrills with your friends, Port smouth will not 

disappoint.  Come rain or shine make this half term  a 
memorable occasion for all. Visit our website and d iscover 

what lies in store this February. 
 

 
Some extra important dates not to be missed…. 
Valentine’s Day - Sunday 14th February 
Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day) - Tuesday 16th February  
 
Kids can visit the Spinnaker Tower for a Quid! 
This half term the Spinnaker Tower Celebrates the Sea! And kids can visit for 
just £1 with every full paying adult. Travel up to the viewing decks where you 
can experience the unique and breathtaking views over the south. Kids will be 
entertained all week with arts and crafts activities where they can make their 
own telescope, get their face painted, strike their own souvenir coin and 
complete a ship hunt and receive a prize. Entertainers will also be on hand to 
ensure the kids have a fun-filled time. Visit www.spinnakertower.co.uk to 
download your voucher or call 023 92 857520 
 
Ugh Week 2010 
The world's seas and oceans are home to some truly revolting creatures with 
equally disgusting habits. This week-long event highlights a selection of gross 
behaviour ranging from starfish that throw up their own stomachs to fish that 
eat poo! Discover more about the smelliest, squidgiest and slimiest marine 
animals and why their disgusting habits are essential for surviving in the 
depths. Events include workshops and the chance to get 'hands on'. Talks 
and feeding demonstrations will also take place throughout the day. For more 
information call 023 92 875222 
 

   



 
Southsea Skate Park extended hours  
This fantastic facility welcomes all skateboarders, BMX riders and inline 
skaters throughout the year, from 12pm-6pm during school holidays and 
10am–6pm at weekends. It is the ultimate venue on the South Coast with an 
array of facilities available to help all those new to the sport, or for the more 
advanced to perfect their tricks and stunts. For more information visit the 
unofficial website www.southseaskatepark.com or call 023 92 295360 
 
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard  
Follow The Flag – Family Trail on board HMS Warrior 1860, and find out 
about the men who lived and worked on board Warrior. This is free with a 
valid attraction ticket, open 10am-4.30pm. For more information call  
023 92 839766 
 
Visit the new Family Activity Area on board HMS Warrior 1860. Once the 
lower deck mess and schoolroom for Warrior’s your officers, Warrior’s Gun 
Room is now somewhere you can bring your young ‘sailors’ for R&R, 
including costumed role-play, toys, games and colouring sheets. This is free 
with a valid attraction ticket, open 10.30am-4.30pm. For more information call  
023 92 839766 
 
Join in with Tudor Games and Pastimes at the Mary Rose Museum, and take 
part in a range of hands-on activities for all the family. This is free with a valid 
attraction ticket (children must be accompanied by an adult), open 11am - 
12noon and 2pm - 4pm. For more information call 023 92 839766 
 
Crack The Code on board HMS Warrior 1860, and use Signal Flags and 
Semaphore to spell your name and send messages from ship to shore. 
Become a secret agent and make a spy gadget to send coded messages to 
your family and friends. This is a free drop-in activity for all ages, open 
Tuesday 16th and Thursday 18th February, 11am – 4pm. For more information 
call 023 92 839766 
 
Ice Warrior – How To Survive The Arctic at the National Museum of the Royal 
Navy. Get prepared for the frozen world of the Pole by discovering some 
handy survival tips and make your own Arctic explorers kit. This is a free drop-
in workshop for all ages, open Wednesday 17th February, 11am - 1pm and 
2pm - 4pm. For more information call 023 92 839766 
 
Sea Life Roadshow At Buckland Community Centre with the National 
Museum of the Royal Navy. Don’t come to us, we’ll come to you! Led by the 
National Museum of the Royal Navy, join us, other local museums and 
Portsmouth Library Service as we take to the road for a fun-filled day of art 
and craft, storytelling, object-handling and a variety of other activities, all 
completely free on Thursday 18th February, 11am - 4pm. For more information 
call 023 92 727584.  
 
 
 



Great Hotel Rates  
The Etap Hotel is the city’s newest budget hotel in the heart of the bustling 
city. Offering clean, comfortable accommodation with great standards of 
service, with prices from just £36 per room per night for up to three adults. To 
make a reservation call 023 92 736386 or visit www.etaphotel.com 
 
The Birth of British Rock at Portsmouth City Museum  
6th February – 6th June 
Harry Hammond (1920-2009) was the first great photographer of British Rock 
‘n’ Roll. Starting in the late 1940s, he captured the definitive images of 
virtually every leading British musician from Cliff Richard and Shirley Bassey 
to the Beatles and the Rolling Stones, as well as those of many visiting 
American artists including Buddy Holly and Little Richard. This exhibition of 
over 100 photographs by Harry Hammond from the V&A collection captures 
the emergence of British Rock, and includes three interactive exhibits and a 
collection of original Portsmouth pop memorabilia. Entry to the museum is 
free of charge. For more information call 023 92 827261 
 
An Orrery for Other Worlds at aspex 
6th February – 18th April, 11am-4pm daily 
Come and see Andy Harpers detailed works spill out of paintings usual 2D 
limits to offer an intense panorama of what may be a natural world. The 
gallery is free of charge. For more information call 023 92 778080 
 
Vancouver 2010 Winter Olympic Games  
12th - 28th February 
The Big Screen in Guildhall Square will be showing highlights of all the action 
from the Vancouver 2010 Winter Olympic Games daily at various times 
throughout the day. For more information call 023 92 834109 
 
The Portsmouth Brunels Talk  
14th February  
How did a Frenchman save our nation and how did his Portsmouth son 
become so enduringly famous? Come along to Portsmouth City Museum to 
hear all about this fascinating family. Tickets must be bought in advance by 
phone or in person from the Visitor Information Service 023 92 826722 
 
Gunwharf Quays loves Chinese New Year 
14th February, 11am 
Experience Chinese New Year at Gunwharf Quays and watch Chinese Lion 
Dancers with 3 massive lions, traditional Chinese dancing displays from 
Portsmouth Chinese Association plus Martial Arts displays from Tai Chi to 
Kung Fu, as well as traditional arts, crafts and food. For more information call 
023 92 836700 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Free activities for groups and individuals with dis abilities 
15th or 18th February 9.30am 1.30pm 
Action Stations is working in partnership with Portsmouth City Council’s 
‘Aiming High for Disabled Children’ project offering participants between the 
age of 5-19 with a disability, and living within the PO1-PO6 area of 
Portsmouth free activities. So come along and launch a water rocket before 
heading off into Action Stations itself. For more information and to book 
please call 023 92 893316 
 
Liminal  
15th February – 5th March 10am-4pm 
SPACE at the University of Portsmouth is proud to showcase a new touring 
contemporary art exhibition called ‘Liminal’ by successful international public 
and gallery artist Katayoun Pasban Dowlatshahi. The artworks are a 
fascinating selection of photographic art, drawing, architectural glass and 
‘time based media’ that explore the intrinsic nature of light and shadow as a 
metaphor of the landscape and architecture of Iran where Katayoun was born. 
For more information call 023 92 845197 
 
Shrove Tuesday at Port Solent 
16th February  
The whole family will love the free entertainment for Shrove Tuesday including 
pancake races all afternoon along the Boardwalk. For more infromation call 
023 92 210606 
 
The Big ENORMOUS Present 
16th February, 2.30pm 
A mysterious present has appeared in the playground. Who can it possibly be 
for? What could be waiting inside? Find out in The Big ENORMOUS Present, 
an exciting new play for families by the Pied Piper Theatre Company, 
exploring the pressures of fitting in, where we find happiness and how giving 
can sometimes feel as good as receiving. Author, Tina Williams, will be 
signing copies of the book before and after the performance. Tickets are just 
£5 and available from the box office, call 023 92 649000 or online at 
www.newtheatreroyal.com 
 
Keeping the Peace at the Royal Marines Museum  
16th-18th February -11am, 1pm & 3pm 
Non-combat operations can be most challenging - these family activities will 
put you in the place of peace-keeping troops and see if you've got what it 
takes. Normal admission charges apply to take part in the activities. For more 
information call 023 92 819385 
 
Farmers' Market 
21st February from 10am  
Head to Palmerston Road in Southsea to sample & savour some of the finest, 
fresh, traditional produce of Hampshire. For more information call  
01420 588671 
 
 



Bird Watch at Farlington Marshes 
21st February from 10am – 1pm 
Get close to the hundreds of birds on the marshes and lakes around high tide 
at Farlington Marshes. Guides will be on hand to help you identify the birds 
and to tell you about their behaviour. Drop in anytime during the session to 
improve your bird identification skills. Parking is available off the Eastern 
Road (A27/A2030) roundabout. Contact Jamie Marsh for further information 
on 01489 774429. No booking required.  
 
Coastal Half Marathon 
21st February starting at 10.30am 
Take part in a half marathon 13.1 miles, starting and finishing at Portsmouth 
Lifeboat Station (by the ferry to Hayling Island). This multi terrain event 
involves running along Southsea Seafront to Old Portsmouth and then 
returning, back around Bransbury Park and Milton Common before returning 
to the Lifeboat Station via the forshore. There is a medal and goodie bag for 
all finishers, water stations on route and refreshments available at the lifeboat 
station for runners and spectators. Entry is £14 in advance per person and 
spectators are welcome to cheer along the runners free of charge. The RNLI 
is the chairy that saves lives at sea, relying on your support and generous 
donations in order to keep this lifesaving work going. For more information call 
07780675747 
 
 
 

 
 

Don’t forget about our huge array of attractions, eating places and 
shopping opportunities. To help make the most of your time in 

Portsmouth visit our website, or contact our award winning visitor 
information service who will happily help you arrange your trip! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.visitportsmouth.co.uk 
 


